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Foreword

A rapidly increasing population combined with economi
resources. Trends in population, environmeat degradation and social cohesion indicate that global, national and

local sustainability is diminishing. The capacity of the environment to cope with the effects of our activities is under
extreme pressure and we are not achieving a balance between theesources available and the resources
consumed. The current way of thinking links consumption of materials to economic growth. This system does not
recognise the finite supply of resources.

Central Otago recognises the risks of not living within our meanand the need to move towards a more sustainable
community. Central Otago is perhaps most at risk from peak oil and carbon miles due to our distance from
markets, and our reliance on fuel based transport. We require an active response to position ourselvas a

sustainable community and manage the impact on our environmental, social, cultural and economic wellbeing.

One way of increasing our sustainability is to think of waste as a potential resource. As resources become scarce
and expensive it will becomeincreasingly vital that we use materials more efficiently. The way we think about waste
needs to change.

The Waste Minimisation and Management Plan has been prepared with our goals and vision around sustainability
in mind. Feedback from our community has einforced the importance of wise resource use and the need to

minimise the amount of waste we generate.

The Waste Minimisation and Management Plan is the roadmap for our next steps on this journey. Changing the way
we think about resources to increase ouenvironmental sustainability requires changes in behaviour from all across
our community 8 Council, businesses, organisations, households and individuals. The strategies and actions
identified will help us all to recognise the value of the resources we esume and provide incentives to change our

behaviour towards resource use.

Some may think that the plan does not go far enough, while some may not be happy with the impact of some of the
actions on their current practices. We see this as the next step imur transition away from expensive and
unsustainable centralised systems and processes that support waste management, and towards the more efficient

practices of waste minimisation.

We welcome comments and views on the plan from all parts of our communityl urge you to provide your feedback.

Tony Lepper
Mayor

Central Otago District Council
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1 Executive Summary

This document is the proposed Waste Minimisation and Management Plan (WMMP) for Central Otago. It sets the
framework for efficient and effectivewaste minimisation and management, and supercedes the Solid Waste
Minimisation Strategy (SWMS) developed by the community and adopted by Council in 2007.

The Waste Minimisation Act 2008 (WMA) requires each Council to develop a WMMP that contains a sumaiahe
objectives, strategies and actions to 6éachieve effecti
territorial authoritiesd district. The Act requires Co

1 Consider the waste hierarchy in descending order of importance (re@uceuse, recycle, recovery, treatment
and disposal).

Ensure the potential for nuisance in collection, transport and disposal of waste is minimised.

Give regard to the New Zealand Waste Strategy

Give regard to the Waste Assessment undertaken by Council ethbutlines the facilities, services, future
demand and options to meet this demand (Appendix 3).

1 Adopt the WMMP no later than Julys12012 after special consultative procedure as directed under the Local
Government Act 2002.

Various public consultationsand discussions with the community have consistently provided feedback that wise
resource use and minimisation of waste is an importan
objectives reflect this.

Vision
Towards Zero Waste
and a Sustainable Central Otago

Guiding Values

* Making a difference  « Making a sustainable difference
* Respectingothers  « | eaming from the past
* Embracing diversity « protecting our rich heritage
¢ Adding value * Having integrity
* Meeting obligations

Objectives

* Minimise the creation of waste and encourage
wise resource use

» Reduce the harmful effects of waste to the
environment & human health

» Encourage personal responsibility for the use
of finite resources and influence behaviour
changes in consumption of materials

Strategies

* Ten Key Strategies

Action Plans

* Incorporated into LTP
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The Waste Minimisation and Managermm Plan (WMMP) describes the current situation including the existing
facilities and services, as well as the key material streams. The analysis in the Waste Assessment (Appendix 3) shows
that the waste minimisation and management facilities and services ithe District are largely adequate to meet
current and future demand, and that protection of public health can be provided.

The Waste Assessment highlights the most significant opportunity to reduce the amount of waste to landfill is to
change behaviourat the household level. The desired outcome is behavioural change to use resources more
sustainably, and in particular:

Reduce the amount of materials generated.
Increase the takeup of home composting to keep organic materials in your garden.
Use the exising recycling services, and in particular the kerbside pickup and recycling dwafp facilities

more.

Through the WMMP each household is encouraged to take personal responsibility for the stewardship of resources in
their own households.

Resources

L

* Wise choices Home

Composting

* Personal responsibility

Recycling

MORE

-

’ MORE
ﬁ- Use kerbside collection
e Use rural dropoff centres

* Choose bin size

&
Rubbish Disposal

The strategiesand the associated action plans proposed in the WMMP are focused on this opportunity. The WMMP
includes proposed changes to the residual rubbish collection supported by a continuation of the programmes and
learning opportunities that support wise resourcese and waste minimisation. The changes proposed are likely to
minimise waste generation, increase home composting and increase recycling at the household level.

The Waste Assessment details ten strategies for achieving our objectives. The strategies hasen considered
against environmental, social, cultural and economic criteria. The WMMP outlines the agreed actions, methods and
funding to achieve the desired outcomes from each strategy.
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