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Purpose: 
This policy provides direction for the placement, management, and removal of shipping 

containers and similar temporary storage structures on Council-owned or administered 

reserves. It ensures consistent decision-making that: 

• Protects amenity values and recreational use of reserves 

• Aligns with the Reserves Act 1977 and District Plan 

• Supports efficient use of open space for community purposes 

• Encourages long-term, collaborative storage solutions that reduce reliance on 

individual containers 

Principles and objectives: 
• Manage requests for containers in a clear, transparent, and consistent manner  

• Maintain the visual quality, safety, and recreational value of reserves  

• Avoid proliferation of unsightly or inappropriate structures  

• Ensure all containers are authorised, time-limited, and appropriately maintained or 

screened 

Scope: 
This policy applies to all shipping containers, portable buildings, or similar prefabricated 

storage structures proposed for Council-owned or administered reserves. 

It does not apply to: 

• Containers used for short-term construction or maintenance works authorised by 

Council 

• Structures located on private land 

This policy operates in conjunction with the Reserves Act 1977 and the District Plan. 
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Definitions: 
Council Central Otago District Council 

Container A shipping container or comparable relocatable structure used 

for storage or similar purposes. 

Reserve Any open space or recreation area vested in or administered by 

Council under the Reserves Act 1977. 

Licence to Occupy  A formal written agreement under the Reserves Act 1977 

authorising use of a reserve for a defined term and purpose 

 

Policy: 
Council will manage containers on reserves in accordance with this policy and the Reserves 

Act 1977. Containers are generally discouraged and will only be permitted where: 

• No practical alternative exists 

• The need is clearly justified 

• All reasonable options for shared or integrated storage have been explored 

 

Where permitted, design controls and time limits will apply to mitigate visual and 

environmental impacts. 

 

1. General approach 

• Council will manage containers on reserves in accordance with this policy and the 

Reserves Act 1977. Containers are generally discouraged and will only be permitted 

where: 

o No practical alternative exists. 

o The need is clearly justified. 

o All reasonable options for shared or integrated storage have been explored. 

o Where permitted, design controls and time limits will apply to mitigate visual and 

environmental impacts. 

 

2. Authorisation required 

• No container may be placed on a reserve without Councils prior written approval and 

a Licence to Occupy or Lease. 

• Approval will specify conditions including location, duration, screening, maintenance, 

and removal. 

 

3. Public notification 

• Where a proposed lease or licence for a container requires public notification under 

the Reserves Act 1977, Council will follow the statutory process, including 

consultation and consideration of submissions, before granting approval. 
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4. Duration  

• Approvals are time-limited, typically up to two years, with no renewals  

• Extensions may be considered only where efforts to co-locate storage are 

demonstrated. 

 

5. Design and screening  

• Containers must be painted in recessive colours or screened by fencing or planting. 

• Cladding or roofing to match existing Council structures may be required 

• Signage or branding is prohibited. 

6. Siting and safety 

• Placement must avoid obstructing access, sightlines, and recreation areas. 

• Containers must be structurally sound, secure, and maintained in good condition. 

• Applicants are responsible for maintenance, including graffiti removal. 

• Containers must be on suitable hard surfaces to minimise ground damage and 

attracting pests. 

• Containers must be spaced to prevent storage between units and discourage 

climbing. 

 

7. Assessment criteria 

• Demonstrated need and purpose 

• Compatibility with reserve use and Reserve Management Plan objectives 

• Visual and environmental impact 

• Availability of alternative or shared storage 

• Compliance with District Plan and Reserves Act 1977 

• Health and safety considerations 

• Council-led containers will generally follow these principles but may be exempt from 

full assessment for temporary operational purposes. 

 

8. Leases and fees 

 Container use will be incorporated into an existing lease or licence or subject to a 

separate agreement. 

 Cost Responsibility: All costs associated with the container (including application fees, 

installation, ongoing maintenance, and eventual removal and site remediation) must 

be met by the applicant. 

 Financial Security: A refundable bond held by Council to ensure the container is 

removed and the site is remediated at the applicant's expense. This provides site 

security for Council while remaining cost-neutral to the group once obligations are 

fulfilled, as per Council’s Fees and Charges schedule. 
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9. Compliance and removal 

• Unauthorised containers will be removed at the owner’s expense 

• Council may revoke approval if conditions are breached or the container becomes 

unsafe or unsightly 

• Council-installed containers are subject to the same compliance and removal 

requirements 

• Minister of Conservation consent through appropriate delegations will enable approval 

of container locations by a memorandum to the Chief Executive 

 

10. Council-led containers 

• Council may install containers temporarily for operational, maintenance, or project 

purposes 

• These are managed under internal delegation and not subject to the community 

application process 

• Design, siting, and maintenance must consider amenity, safety, and reserve function 

• Approval will be by memorandum to the Chief Executive and recorded in the Parks 

container register 

• Long-term or high-visibility proposals may be referred to the relevant Community 

Board  

Relevant Legislation 
• Local Government Act 2002 

• Reserves Act 1977 

• Resource Management Act 1991 

Related Documents 
• Community Leasing and Licensing Policy 

• District Plan – Buildings and Structures on Reserves 

• Fees and Charges 

• Open Space and Recreation Strategy 

• Reserve Management Plans 

• Significance and Engagement Policy 

• Parks and Reserves Bylaw. 


