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1.1 Introduction 
The Cemetery Strategy sets out how Central Otago Cemeteries are operated, meet legislative 

requirements and burial trends while ensuring they are adequately maintained and provide for 

growth. 

 

The Central Otago District is growing and changing with increasing ethnic and religious 

diversity. It is important the provision and management of cemeteries in the district meets the 

demands and needs of the community into the future. 

 

Cemeteries; are provided within Central Otago by Cemetery Trusts and Central Otago District 

Council (Council). Each Trust acts independently to provide cemeteries suitable to local 

conditions and requirements. 

 

All cemeteries offer coffin, casket and ash interment options. 

Statutory and policy context 

Council has obligations under the Burials and Cremations Act 1964 that Council operated 

cemeteries meet required demand and ensure that sufficient capacity is available. 

 

The Act does not stipulate how the disposal of the deceased should take place, just that 

Council must provide a “suitable” cemetery that must be open to all people.  

 

The Act gives Council significant discretion as to: 

 where cemeteries are established, 

 how they are managed, 

 when and how burials can take place, 

 the types of memorials permitted, and 

 the establishment of special areas for different denominations within  

cemeteries. 

 

It is implied that Council is to ensure that all its cemeteries contain sufficient burial capacity to 

meet required demand and ensure that sufficient private capacity is available.  

 

The Burial and Cremation Act 1964 and related legislation is currently under review by the 

Ministry of Health – Manatū Hauora with a view to develop a modern, fit-for-purpose legislation 

framework for death, burial, cremation, and funerals. It is unknown at this stage if the outcomes 

of this review will impact the development of existing cemeteries. 
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1.2 Overview  
Council is responsible for thirteen cemeteries, three which are considered closed. 

 

Open cemeteries include:  

 Cromwell  

 Clyde 

 Alexandra 

 Ettrick  

 Naseby  

 Nevis Valley 

 Omakau  

 Ranfurly 

 Roxburgh 

 St Bathans 

 

Closed cemeteries include: 

 Hamilton 

 Manuherikia 

 Litany St Cromwell  

 

Cemetery Trusts are responsible for operating eight cemeteries:  

 Millers Flat  

 Drybread 

 Moa Creek 

 Blackstone  

 Gimmerburn 

 Swinburn 

 Kyeburn 

 Tarras 

1.3 Purpose of cemeteries 

Cemeteries exist to offer spaces for burial and the interment of ashes, supporting 

remembrance and connection for families and communities. 

Cemeteries in our district hold an important part of our history. They tell the stories of the 

people who helped shape our communities. Some of this history is recorded through 

monuments, memorials, and inscriptions on headstones, but much of it remains untold. 
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These stories are valuable to both our district and our country, and they deserve to be 

remembered and shared if families and descendants wish to do so. 

People who served in wars or equivalent service overseas, along with their spouses or 

partners, may be buried in the Services section at Cromwell Cemetery.  

Council’s role is not only to meet legal requirements but also to act with empathy and 

sensitivity toward all members of our community. The objectives and actions in this strategy 

aim to ensure our cemeteries provide the best possible service and care for everyone. 

1.4 Regular users 
 People visiting for interments and in remembrance of the deceased. 

 People visiting or inquiring about burials to learn about the local area’s past. 

1.5 What matters 
 Tidy open space 

 Reflective space, shade, seating and shelter 

 Access  

 Peace and quiet 

 Information available concerning people interred 

 Water available for users  

 Know which areas are available for use 

1.6 Current activity 
Within Council and Trust operated cemeteries there has been an increase in standard of 

presentation over the past 10-20 years. This has been driven by community expectations. 

 

Demand for internments is increasing overall as the population of the district increases. The 

three largest cemeteries (Alexandra, Cromwell and Clyde) are experiencing an average 23% 

increase in annual interments when comparing internments from 2024-2020 vs 2019 – 2000.  

 

Demand in the smaller Trust cemeteries can be described as steady. 

 

Ashes interments are becoming more popular. The table below indicates the increase over 

the measured period of time.  

Ash Interments 
Table 1: Ash Internments over time 

Time period % of full interments  % ash interments 

2020-2024 47.2% 52.8% 

2005-2009 72% 28% 
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1.7 Current delivery 
Council has a strong focus on providing safe and easy access, appropriate settings and 

facilities for people to care for and to mourn their loved ones. The cemeteries are open to the 

public year-round, with vehicle access restrictions at night-time. 

 

All cemeteries are maintained to a fit for purpose standard that reflects the size, nature and 

restful aspect to the particular cemetery. 

 

Alexandra, Clyde, Naseby and Cromwell cemeteries have development plans approved to 

ensure they will be developed to meet demand. 

 

The deteriorating condition of headstones and grave surrounds is a cause of concern. 

Particularly in some older cemeteries where limited availability of appropriate materials has 

resulted in a poorer quality of concrete being used in the past. Headstone maintenance is the 

responsibility of the family. If headstone become unsafe Council is able to make them safe. 

1.8 Issues, risks and uncertainties  

Records update with digitisation processes happening 

Some Trust cemeteries have over the years experienced loss of interment records as a result 

of fire or similar catastrophe.  As a result, few have complete records of those interred.  This 

is a constraint on the value of records for inquiry.  While death certificates often list the burial 

site these cannot be searched by cemetery. It is more likely people researching family histories 

will find reference to burial at a Central Otago cemetery and search for details of that cemetery.  

 

In recent years Council has invested in ensuring records for all cemeteries are available online 

via the Council’s website. All Council administered cemetery data are available online. Work 

is ongoing to add Trust managed cemeteries. 

 

The location of unmarked graves is an issue that affects most cemeteries.  Exact location of 

unmarked graves in some cemeteries has become uncertain, resulting in areas of these 

cemeteries being set aside and not used to avoid potential dual allocation.  Council has used 

ground penetrating radar in recent years to help define where these areas may be located. 

These maps can be found in the document under the individual cemetery heading. Note, not 

all cemeteries have this data. 

Maintenance and operation 

Gardens and structures located in lawn cemetery grave areas cause maintenance issues and 

often diminish the amenity for surrounding graves. Council’s Cemetery Bylaw and Cemetery 

Handbook prohibit the establishment of plantings within designated lawn cemeteries. 
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Capacity 
A broad outline of anticipated burial capacity for all Cemeteries is outlined below. 

These figures are based on past burials and future predictions. 

 

Category Cemetery Name 

Closed Hamilton 

Litany St 

Manuherikia 

Development of additional plots required in 

the next five years 

Blacks Cemetery (Omakau) 

Cromwell (Development in progress) 

Naseby (Development in progress) 

Development of additional plots required 

2030-2045 

Roxburgh 

Ettrick 

Clyde (Development plan approved) 

Development of additional plots required 

2045-2075 

Nevis 

Ranfurly 

St Bathans 

Kyeburn 

Alexandra (Development in progress) 

Sufficient capacity for 100 years Tarras 

Nevis 

Blackstone 

Swinburn 

Gimmerburn 

Millers Flat 

Moa Creek 

Drybread 

Cemetery burial numbers 
 Alexandra Cromwell Clyde 

2019-2000 (no of 

burials) 

34.2 17.3 10.3 

2020-2024(no of 

burials) 

37.4 18.4 15.8 

% increase 9.30% 6.40% 53.40% 

Legal issues 

Cemeteries are governed by the Burial and Cremation Act 1964 and locally by the CODC 

Cemetery Bylaw and Handbook. These bylaws do not apply to cemeteries administered by 

the Trusts as the Trusts are legally empowered to make their own bylaws. 

 

The following Acts and Regulations provide the legal framework for the provision, use and 

management of cemeteries: 

 Burial and Cremations Act 1964 

 Reserves Act 1977 

 Health Act 1956 
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 Local Government Act 2002 

 Resource Management Act 1991 

 Burial and Cremations (Removal of Monuments and Tablets)1967 

 Cremation Regulations 1973 

 Health (Burial) Regulations 1946. 

 Central Otago District Council Cemetery Bylaw 2022 

 Central Otago District Council Cemetery Handbook 

 Central Otago District Council Fees and Charges Policy 

Plot Purchases update for reserved plots information  

Some plots sold as family plots are unlikely to be used now as families are not aware they 

own them or have moved away from the area. Council may apply section 10 (4) of the Burial 

and Cremation Act 1964 which allows for these rights to lapse if no burial takes place for 60 

years within that part sold to a family. This would only occur if space for burials became an 

issue. 

Pre-purchase of Burial Rights  

The Council does not allow for the pre-purchasing of burial rights; however, the family has the 

option to purchase the adjacent plot following an interment. The following conditions must be 

satisfied:  

 Council must be advised at the time of the interment.  

 The purchaser is a relative of a deceased person who is being interred at a council 

cemetery and wishes to purchase a burial right to an adjacent plot.  

 The adjacent plot is vacant and not subject to another burial right. Unless the above 

conditions are satisfied, there is no ability to pre-purchase a burial right. 

Application for adjacent plot purchase  

To pre-purchase burial rights, a person must lodge a completed application for an adjacent 

plot purchase form with the council in accordance with the requirements in and pay the 

applicable fee.  

Transferring burial rights  

Should a plot no longer be required. The holder of the burial rights may transfer their interest 

in the plot to another party. The current burial right holder and purchaser must email the 

change of ownership details to the Council. Council will not re-purchase burial rights after they 

have been sold. 

Appointment of Trustees 

Section 24 of the Burial and Cremation Act 1964 (the Act) allows for the local authority to 

appoint trustees to replace those no longer serving for whatever reason.   Such appointments 

occur by way of public notification.  A delegation of powers to make appointments or remove 

Trustees must have been provided from the Governor-General to the local authority for such 

appointments to occur. This is typically through a formal gazette notice. 

 

Powers for Council to appoint and remove Trustees have been confirmed through official 

gazette notices for the following Trust operated cemeteries: 
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 Moa Creek 

 Matakanui (believed to be Drybread) 

 Tarras 

 Millers Flat 

 Blackstone 

 Kyeburn  

 Swinburn 

 Gimmerburn 

 

If no Trustees remain for any cemetery, then Part 3 of the Act giving powers to Trustees 

ceases to apply to that cemetery (sec 22 (3) of the Act).  A minimum number of three Trustees 

is required to maintain the Trust.  

 

As provided by section 25 of the Act Trustees have the powers of local authorities concerning 

matters related to the cemetery. 

 

Manuherikia Cemetery’s status is unknown as the delegation transferring it to the Alexandra 

Borough Council as a public cemetery (as compared to a closed cemetery) happened in 1899 

well after it was no longer in use. 

1.9 Recommended actions 
 

 Develop a vision and values for public Cemeteries in the district along with goals, 

objectives and actions. 

 Provide Council Cemeteries that meet the growth demands and community 

expectations. 

 Takes account of trends in burials and other needs such as cremations. 

 Considers cultural needs within cemeteries 

 Ensure cemeteries are designed effectively, are safe and comply with the requirements 

of relevant legislation. 

 Liaison with key stakeholder groups and the wider community as required. 

 

Following is a summary of each individual Cemetery within the Central Otago District. 
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2. Cromwell Ward cemeteries (4) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1 Cromwell cemeteries  

 Litany St Cemetery Cromwell 

 Cromwell Cemetery 

 Tarras Cemetery 

 Nevis Cemetery 
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2.1.1 Litany St Cemetery, Cromwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Location, area and any special features   

Litany and 29 Ortive St Cromwell, Pt Sec 1 BLK XCIII Cromwell Town Valuation No 28505 

510 00.  Area 0.3693 Originally established by Cemeteries Ordinance 1865 Session XX No. 

202.  

 

Council responsibility 

 Litany Street Cemetery Ordinance 1865 Session XX Page 1182 – Cemeteries 

Ordinance land set aside for a cemetery 

 Litany Street Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 019 Feb 14, 1884, Page 244 – Cemetery 

Land notice 

 Delegated responsibility to appoint and remove trustees to Vincent County Council 

gazette notice Issue 032 3 June 1886 pages 698/699. 

 Gazette notice transferring the cemetery to the Cromwell Borough Council Issue 040 

27th April 1923 pages 1270/1271.   

 Litany Street 1983 Issue 196 Page 4071 – cemetery name changed to Litany Street, 

Cemetery 

Figure 1: Aerial photo of Litany Street Cemetery (Source CODC). 
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 Litany Street Cemetery Closing NZ Gazette 1941 Issue 052 Page 1870 – closing of 

Litany Street Cemetery 

 

Demand and capacity 

This cemetery is closed.  

 

Operations 

Maintained as part of Council Parks and Reserves contract. Irrigated and mown.  

 

Records 

Records held by Council.  Interpretation board on site lists all known to be interred at the site.  

Chinese names unknown. Records are available on Council Website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Photo C1 - Litany St 
Cemetery Cromwell Panel for 

names of those interred. 
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2.1.2 Cromwell Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features   

Cemetery Road Cromwell.  Sec 23 BLK I Cromwell SD, Valuation Number. 28421 267 00.  

Area 4.0469 ha.   

 

In 2022 the Cromwell Community Board set aside an additional 5.5 ha. This additional land 

was designated for cemetery purposes in 2025. Lot 54 DP 605263 1.4709Ha and Lot 33 DP 

604669 4.0437HA. 

 

Council responsibility 

 Cromwell Cemetery Gazette1880 Issue 067 Jul 8 Page 973 – land is permanently 

reserved for the purpose of Cemetery. 

 Cromwell Cemetery Gazette 1880 ISSUE 115 Dec 9 Page 1722 – appointment of 

cemetery trustees to maintain Cromwell Public Cemetery. 

 Cromwell Cemetery Gazette Notice 1886 ISSUE 032 June 3 Page 698 699 – 

delegating powers of appointment and removal of Trustees to the Vincent County 

Council. 

 Gazette notice transferring the cemetery to the Cromwell Borough Council 3 May 

1923 p 1270/1271.   

 Lot 51 DP   and Lot 33 DP were gazetted local purpose reserve (Cemetery) in 2025 

 

 

Figure 3: Map of Cromwell Cemetery and 

additional land. 

Figure 4: Ground Penetrating Radar Map Cromwell Cemetery. 
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Demand and capacity 

Cromwell Cemetery currently has 56 available plots with 78 reserved. Over the last ten years 

this cemetery has had an average of 18 internments per annum. The reserved plots will absorb 

some of the demand and as such the cemetery has between 4-7 years of capacity. A 

redevelopment concept was adopted by the Cromwell Community board in 2022 and a 

detailed development plan for stage 1 in April 2025. This plan will use the neighbouring Lot 51 

DP 605263 and Lot 33 DP 604669 to extend the life of the cemetery for over 100 years. 

 

Operations 

Maintained to a non-irrigated lawn cemetery standard by Council within Open Spaces contract.    

 

New beams up east side of cemetery. RSA and ashes areas also available. 

 

Cromwell cemetery records are available online on the Council website. 
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2.1.3 Tarras Cemetery - Trust Managed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features   

Cemetery Road Ardgour Sec 5 BLK XV Tarras SD.  Area 0.4047 ha.  Gazette notice to 

permanently reserve land as cemetery 1922 Issue 067 Page 2402. 

 

 Tarras Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 051 June 29, 1922, Page 1710 temporarily 

reserved for public cemetery 

 

 Tarras Cemetery 1922 Issue 067 Page 2402 – land permanently reserved for Public 

Cemetery 

 

 Tarras Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 067 Sep 21, 1933, Pages 2429 2430 – 

delegation for appointment and removal of Trustees to Vincent County Council. 

 

Old roses from pioneers are planted inside gates. These are part of Joy Chapman’s 

preservation of roses brought out by early miners’ wives as cuttings placed in potatoes to keep 

these moist and feed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Map of Tarras Cemetery. 



 

17 
Cemetery Strategy 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustees 

This Cemetery is managed by Trustees. 

 

Demand and capacity 

Tarras Cemetery has capacity for the next 100 years. 

 

Operations 

Grounds maintained by the Council with interments arranged by the Trustees. 

 

Gates and stone fence were installed in 1993. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Records  

Council has a copy of all Tarras cemetery records, and they will be uploaded online to 

Council’s online Cemetery database. 

 
 
 
 

Figure 6: Plaque recording heritage roses. 

Figure 7: Entrance gates of Tarras 

Cemetery. 
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2.1.4 Nevis Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features   

 

Nevis Road, Nevis Valley, Sec 12 BLK III Nevis SD, Valuation No. 28441 13800.  Area 0.4047 

ha.   

Gazette notice to permanently reserve land as cemetery 1899, Issue 60, page 1311. The first 

burials in this area were in 1898. 

 

 Nevis Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 067 Sep 21, 1933, pages 2429 2430 delegating 

of powers to appoint and remove trustees 

 The Nevis Cemetery Order 1954 Issue 014 March 4 page 335 appointed the Vincent 

County Council as trustee and to control and manage the Cemetery. The earlier gazette 

notice appointing and removing trustees was revoked by this gazette notice. 

 Nevis - Local Govt Reorganization Order 1989  

 

Figure 8: Map of Nexis Cemetery. 

Figure 9: Ground Penetrating Radar Map Nevis Cemetery. 
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It is thought an area to the East of the old cemetery was put aside for another cemetery at 

some point.  There is a titled area of one acre on the other side of the road in the control of  

 

DOC.  No signs of burial are visible in the area concerned and it (Sec. 2 BLK III Nevis SD) 

would seem to have been subdivided at least as early as the existing cemetery (Sec. 12 BLK 

III Nevis SD).   

 

This section 2 is held by DOC and in their records is noted as an old cemetery.  Given the 

number of people living in the area from mid 1860s to 1898 it was at times as many as 2000 

according to locals and severe winters made the area inaccessible at times, it is likely section 

2 was the original cemetery. 

 
The following extract from papers of the time refers to the ‘new’ cemetery. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
A report was taken to the Cromwell Community Board 4 July 2017 on the future management 

of the Nevis cemetery. 

 

 17.5.9 Nevis Cemetery – Results of ground testing (COM 01-62-003) 

The Cromwell Community Board: 

  

B. Agreed that the Board confirmed the open status of the Nevis Cemetery and its intention 

to accept reservations for interments once the plot configuration has been determined, 

marked with bollards, mapped and fees set.   

 

Demand and capacity 

 

The most recent burial at Nevis cemetery was in 2024. 

 

Reserved plots - seven ash plots and six interment plots have been sold. Nevis Cemetery, 

over the last 10 years average less than one burial per year. With 37 plots currently available, 

and room for development, the cemetery is expected to meet community needs for over 200 

years. 

 

Operations 

 

The Council maintains the area on an as required basis. The area is fenced with a gate and 

so are likely animals from the Ben Nevis Station will graze the area. The fence itself is three 

wire so would not keep sheep from the area but with a gate is likely to stop large cattle from 

entry. 

 

 

Figure 10: Otago Witness, Issue 2292, 3 February 

1898, Page 25. 
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Records 

 

Cemetery records for Nevis Cemetery are available online via the Council’s website. 
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3. Maniototo Cemeteries (7) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1 Maniototo cemeteries 

 Blackstone 

 Naseby 

 Kyeburn 

 Swinburn 

 Ranfurly 

 Hamilton 

 Gimmerburn 
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3.1.1 Blackstone – Trust Managed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11: Map of Blackstone Cemetery 

Figure 12: Ground Penetrating Radar Map of Blackstone Cemetery. 
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Location, area and any special features   

 

Hills Creek Road, Sec. 22 Blk III Blackstone Survey District (SO 3359), Valuation Number 

28241 06200.  Area 0.4047 ha (one acre).  

 

 Blackstone Gazette Notice 1872 Page 489 – land to be reserved for cemetery at 

Blackstone Hill 

 Gazette Notice Issue 29 May 10, 1888, Page 569 – delegating powers to the Maniototo 

County Council for appointment and removal of trustees.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The gate surround is a war memorial for the area. 

 

Trustees 

 

Cemetery is managed by Trustees. 

 
Demand and capacity 

 

Interments number around one every two years.  No reason to expect any change in demand.  

Approximately 50 spaces remain so approximately another 100 years capacity.  Area to south 

of graveyard is suitable for future extension.  

 

Operations 

 
Trustees maintain the cemetery, mow and spray the area on rotation.   

 

Trustees act as sexton, excavator brought in to dig graves unless unable to access owing to 

location of adjacent graves. Allow anyone with connection to area can be buried .No difficulties 

with excavation grave, yellow gravel holds well. 

 

Have a beam for future burials. These are built as funds permit. May need to undertake 

boundary adjustment as not on legal boundary. 

 
 

Figure 13: Photo M1 – Blackstone Cemetery War 
Memorial Gates 
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Records 

 

Council has copies of all records and they are to be placed online. 

 

Issues, uncertainties, risks 

 

Unmarked graves exist, including some Chinese miners’ graves. 
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 3.1.2 Naseby Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14: Map of Naseby Cemetery. 

 

 

 

Figure 15: Ground Penetrating Radar map of Naseby. 
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Location, area and any special features   

 

Cemetery Road Naseby, Secs 93, 99 BLK I Naseby SD, 2.5849 ha. Originally established by 

Cemeteries Ordinance 1865 Session XX No. 202 10 acres. Valuation Number 2828028500. 

 

 Naseby Ordinance 1865 Session XX Page 1181– designated as cemetery land 

 Naseby Cemetery 1933 Issue 018 Page 489. – reserved as cemetery land 

 Naseby Cemetery 1933 Issue 049 Page 1866 – land permanently reserved as cemetery 

 Naseby Cemetery 1933 Issue 050 Page 1899 – cemetery reserved land 

 Naseby Cemetery 1933 Issue 072 Page 2560 – cemetery land permanently reserved 

 Naseby Cemetery 1940 Issue 074 Page 1710 – vested in Naseby Borough Council. 

  

The Naseby cemetery extension area will occupy all or part of Section 99 Block 1 Naseby 

Survey District 

 
Naseby Cemetery Archaeological Assessment undertaken by Angela Middleton October 

2008. A ‘Conservation Report for Naseby Cemetery’ was prepared by Historic Cemeteries 

Conservation Trust of New Zealand and dated 18 August 2007.  This was initiated so that the 

tree stumps could be removed to allow the new fence to be built in 2009. 

 

Reference to the Naseby Cemetery is made in the 1865 Ordinance yet the archaeological 

assessment reports that the name Naseby only became used from 1869 at the earliest, before 

that being Mt Ida.   

 

The Mt Ida Cemetery seems to have been under the control of managers in 1881 as a NZ 

gazette notice refers to 5 managers of the Mt Ida Cemetery. Whether these are the same is 

unclear.   

 
 Mount Ida Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 021 Mar 31, 1881, Pages 369 370 rules and 

regulations of cemetery 

 Mount Ida Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 012 Jan 31, 1884, Page 164 – appointment 

of trustees 

 Mount Ida Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 119 Nov 27, 1879, Page 1665 – appointment 

of new trustees’ chairperson 

 
Demand and capacity 

 

Naseby Cemetery averages five burials per year. There are 16 plots available with 25 plots 

reserved. This means there is current capacity for approximately three years however, the 

reserved plots will absorb some of this demand. Work is currently being undertaken to expand 

the cemeteries capacity and once completed, will ensure the cemetery meets the demand of 

the community for the next 100 years.  

 

Operations 

 

The Council funds maintenance through Parks and Reserves contract.  The Sexton is 

contracted. 
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Records 

  

All records are held by Council, and all are available online.  

 

Issues, uncertainties, risks 

 

Some large areas have been reserved by families and may not necessarily be used in future.   

 

Chinese miners’ burial sites exist in an area to the east of the cemetery, some are marked.  

Bodies are thought to be exhumed and with their gold sent back to China. Myth is that the ship 

was scuttled once gold extracted from coffins.  

 

Also, papers graves are in that area originally marked with sarsen stones. These stones were 

removed some time ago and thrown into the forest to ‘tidy the area up’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Figure 16: Photo M2 – Sarsen Stones in piles at edge of 

cemetery. 



 

28 
Cemetery Strategy 2026 

3.1.3 Kyeburn Cemetery - Trust Managed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features   

 
Kyeburn Diggings Road, Kyeburn, Secs 3 & 12 BLK V Kyeburn SD, Valuation Number. 28310 

00800.  Area 0.5741ha. 

 

 Kyeburn Cemetery 1880 Issue 024 March 11 Page 306 – land reserved for cemetery 

 Kyeburn Cemetery Gazette Notice 1880 Issue 053 May 20 Page 775 792 – appointment 

of Trustees 

 Kyeburn Cemetery Gazette Notice 1888 Issue 033 June 7 Page 1 – Delegating powers 

of the appointment and removal of trustees to Maniototo County Council 

 

 

 

Figure 17: Map of Kyeburn Cemetery. 

Figure 18: Ground Penetrating Radar map of Kyeburn Cemetery. 
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Demand and capacity 

 

Kyeburn Cemetery, on average has one internment every 5 years. 

 

Believed people are buried in flat area adjacent to road. Also, Catholic area to north of 

cemetery has no marked graves. A number had wooden surrounds removed in the depression 

for firewood and repair materials. Now unmarked. Ground penetrating radar results are shown 

next to the map of the cemetery. 

 

Land to the west of the current area is undeveloped and is part of the Cemetery Trusts 

available land. The map above shows, even allowing for the GIS aerial inaccuracy, an 

undeveloped area at least the size of the current developed and used cemetery. 

 
Operations 

 

Area maintained by grazing. Interior of graves sprayed by trustees if necessary. 

Sexton work is contracted and arranged by the Trustees. 

 

Records 

 

Council has copies of the records and is in the process of digitising them so they can be 

uploaded to the Council’s website. 
 

Issues, uncertainties, risks 

 

Cemetery books burned in fire 1912 (while trust secretary was at a funeral!).  129 burials but 

only 73 records. 

 

Don’t provide specific plot reservations as they are not able to guarantee the plot hasn’t been 

used. 

 

Old concrete is poor quality so is starting to crumble while some loose wrought iron surrounds 

Have been reported to have been taken by persons unknown in the past. 
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3.1.4 Swinburn Cemetery - Trust Managed 

 

 
Figure 19: Map of Swinburn Cemetery. 

Location, area and any special features 

  
Kyeburn – Hyde Road (SH 87) Sec 21 BLK 7 Swinburn SD Valuation Number 2831011100.  

Area 1.4038 ha.  War memorial on cemetery site. 

  

 Swinburn Cemetery Gazette Notice 1900 Issue 049 Page 1084 reserving land for a 

public cemetery. 

 Swinburn Cemetery Gazette Notice 1933 Issue 67 Page 2429 Page 2431 delegating 

powers of appointment and removal of Trustees to the Maniototo County Council. 

 

Trustees 

 

Managed by Trustees. 

 

Demand and capacity 

 

Approximately one burial annually.  Over 1 hectare is available for burials giving the cemetery 

adequate capacity for the future. 

 

Level of inquiry for information low, one every couple of years. 

 

Ash interments infrequent to date; have been interred with burial.  No demand for ash beam.  
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Operations 

 

The cemetery Trustees maintains the area by mowing 7-8 times a year and spraying. They 

also arrange interments. 

 

Locals have arranged for repair of any family headstones needing work. 

 

Records 

 

Council has copies of the records and is in the process of digitising them so they can be 

uploaded to the Council’s website. 

 

Issues, uncertainties, risks 

 

While records are complete and accurate some graves from the Depression are unmarked.   

 

Strong community support if need something done, easy to rally locals to do so. An attractive 

gateway was constructed; fundraising was mix of local contributions and funding trusts. 

 

War memorial corners of base crumbling and memorial is on a lean - requires strengthening. 

Council to add to its war memorial list. 
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3.1.5 Ranfurly Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features 

   
Tyrone Street, Ranfurly, Sec 6 BLK I Town of Ranfurly Valuation Number 28300 007 00.  Area 

6.475 ha.  

  

 Ranfurly Cemetery Trustees Gazette Notice Issue 47 Jun 10, 1909, Page 1555 – 

Appointment of Trustees and cemetery land. 

 Ranfurly Cemetery Gazette Notice 1933 Issue 67 Page 2429 Page 2431 delegating 

powers of appointment and removal of Trustees to the Maniototo County Council. 

 Ranfurly Cemetery 2017 Page 3242 – land for cemetery vested in Council. 

 

Demand and capacity 

 

Ranfurly, over the last ten years, averaged twelve burials per year. There are currently 164 

available plots, enough for approximately the next 13 years. There is land available for new 

plots that could add approximately 40 years of capacity. There may also be space to add more 

ashes plots in the future. Vacant land to the west and south of the cemetery could be 

developed to significantly extend its lifespan. The removal of the small forest plantation will be 

required at some point in the future. A shelter belt along the sports ground boundaries will also 

be required. 

 

Operations 

 

Maintained as an unirrigated lawn cemetery. Council contractor maintains the cemetery. 

Figure 20: Map of Ranfurly Cemetery.  
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Records 

 

Records are on the Council website. 
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3.1.6 Hamilton Cemetery (closed)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features  

  
Hamilton Road Sec 1 BLK 1 Rock and Pillar SD, Valuation Number 2833013200.  Area 2 ha, 

only a small portion used.   

 
Council responsibility 

 Hamilton Gazette Notice Issue 113 Nov 06, 1879, Page 1568 – Trustees appointed for 

Hamilton Cemetery. 

 Hamilton Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 042 June 2, 1881, Pages 702 703 

appointment of trustees for maintenance and care of the Cemetery. 

 Hamilton Gazette Notice Issue 029 May 10, 1888, Page 569 Delegating Powers of 

appointment and removal of Trustees to the Maniototo County Council. 

 Hamilton Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 031 May 17, 1962, Pages 764 765 closing of 

Hamilton cemetery and vested in Maniototo County Council as a closed cemetery for 

maintenance in good orders as a public reserve. 

 

Operations 

Council undertakes required maintenance. 
 

Records 

Figure 21: Map of Hamilton Cemetery. 
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Cemetery closed 1962 with last burial 1974.  All known to be buried are listed on plaque in 

cemetery. Council has copies of the records and is in the process of digitising them so they 

can be uploaded to the Council’s website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issues, uncertainties, risks 

There is substantial area of land adjacent to the cemetery that is cemetery land; currently used 

by adjoining landowner. Council to formalize this by way of agreement. 

 

Consider benefits of formal arrangement with farmer who grazes cemetery reserve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 22: Photo M6 – Memorial plaque installed by 
Friends of Hamiton cemetery. 
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3.1.7 Gimmerburn Cemetery – Trustee Managed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features   

Gimmerburn – Naseby Road Sec 39, BLK IV Gimmerburn Survey District, Valuation Number 

2827006900.  Area 2.0234 ha. 

 

 Gimmerburn Cemetery Gazette Notice 1887 ISSUE 006 Jan 27 Page 138 land 

temporarily reserved as cemetery 

 Gimmerburn Cemetery Gazette Notice1887 ISSUE 015 Mar10 Page 335 – land 

permanently reserved as cemetery 

 Gimmerburn Cemetery Gazette Notice 1887 ISSUE 045 July 14 Page 930 – delegating 

powers to the Maniototo Council for appointment and removal of trustees. 

 

Trustees  

Managed by Trustees.  

 

Demand and capacity 

Approximately one burial per year. No reason to believe the trend will change markedly, if 

anything with de population of the rural areas as has occurred over the past years it may 

lengthen the remaining life of the cemetery. 

 

Over 400 spaces available in the cemetery, i.e. capacity for the next 100+ years. Operations 

Maintained by Trustees. Graves normally dug by excavator, although second interment in plot 

will be dug by hand. 

 

Figure 23: Map of Gimmerburn Cemetery. 
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A recent survey of plots undertaken and records of burials good. Only area of possible 

uncertainty is the myth that some Chinese were buried at southwestern corner possibly now 

in trees. No record but common story among locals. 

 

Records 

Council has copies of the records and is in the process of digitising them so they can be 

uploaded to the Council’s website. 
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4. Teviot Valley Cemeteries (3) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1 Teviot Cemeteries 

 Ettrick Cemetery 

 Millers Flat 

 Roxburgh 
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4.1.1 Ettrick Cemetery 

 
Figure 25: Map of Ettrick Cemetery. 

Location, area and any special features   

Domain Road Ettrick, secs 7 & 7A BLK I Benger SD.  Valuation Number 28472 156 00.  Area 

1.8009 ha.   

 

 Originally known as Moa Flat Cemetery.  Name changed by gazette notice 14th October 

1936.  

 Ettrick (Moa Flat) Cemetery Renaming Gazette Notice 1936 Issue 070 Page 1944 – 

changing the name of the cemetery from Moa Flat Cemetery to Ettrick Cemetery. 

 Responsibility to appoint and remove trustees delegated to Tuapeka County Council 

published in gazette 21st September 1933 p 2429/30.   

 

Trustees transferred management of cemetery to Council in 2023. As no longer able to recruit 

required numbers of Trustees. Notice pending for vesting of cemetery in Council.  

 

 Appointment of Central Otago District Council to have the control and management of 

the Ettrick cemetery gazette notice 2026-In2604 dated 11 May 2026, 

 

Demand and capacity 

Ettrick Cemetery, over the last ten years, averaged two burials per year. There are currently 

35 available plots that will last approximately 17 years. There is ample space for future 

development. The cemetery could continue to serve the community for at least 100 more year. 

 

Figure 24: Ground Penetrating Radar map of Ettrick 
Cemetery. 
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Operations 

Maintenance through Council contractor. 

 

Non irrigated lawn cemetery. 

 

Millers Flat Ettrick Fire Brigade is the sexton - ashes plots are dug by hand interment plots are 

dug by a digger. 

 

All graves single depth so any family burials now side by side as gravels not easy to dig. Use 

a frame to ensure grave doesn’t collapse while open. 

 

Records are online on Council’s website. 

 

Fire and/or flood have destroyed wooden grave markers. This is known to be in the South 

west portion of the cemetery.   

 

Uncertainty exists concerning some burial sites now. In addition, some records were lost in 

the past. It is unclear if these gaps in records are the same i.e. records lost and grave markers 

lost may be same or different.   

 

The possibility exists to cross reference all available records to determine some or all of those 

interred in the area where markers were lost. Ground penetrating radar analysis has been 

completed. See picture next to the cemetery map. 
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4.1.2 Millers Flat Cemetery - Trustee Managed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features   

Millers Flat Road, Millers Flat Sec 63 BLK III Benger SD Valuation number. 28473 18500. 1.53 

ha.   

 Original gazette notice 14 November 1872 cemetery map of land page 489 designation 

of land 

Figure 26: Map of Millers Flat Cemetery. 

Figure 27: Ground Penetrating Radar map of Millers Flat Cemetery. 
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 Millers Flat District Issue 035 24 June 1886 Page 757 – Delegating Powers of 

appointment and removal of Trustees to the Tuapeka County Council 

 

 

 Millers Flat Cemetery Gazette Notice 1903 Issue 1 Page 10, appointments of trustees  

 Millers Flat Gazette Notice, 1903, Issue 1 Page 27, revoking the powers under “the 

cemetery Act 1885 to the Tuapeka County Council in respect to the appointment and 

removal of trustees for the Millers Flat Cemetery. 

 Responsibility to appoint and remove trustees delegated to Tuapeka County Council 

published in gazette 21st September 1933 p 2429/30.   

 

Demand and capacity 

About half of the available area has been used. The portion to the south beyond the water 

course is considered unusable as has a high-water table.   

 

Approximately 100 years of space remaining based on current use.  

 

Operations 

Millers Flat Brigade acts as sexton for grave digging – use frames as running gravel. 

Ash plots are dug by hand, and a digger is used for interment plots.   

 

Area maintained, mown and sprayed by Council contractor. 

 

Records 

Records destroyed in shop fire 1937. Some unmarked graves (marked by large rock) and 

Chinese miners’ graves. Area burned in 1950s to clean up vegetation lost some wood grave 

markers and surrounds as a result. 

                                                                                                                                                       

Council has copies of the records and is in the process of digitising them so they can be 

uploaded to the Council’s website. 

   

Ground penetrating radar has been completed, and the map is shown below to the map of the 

cemetery. 
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4.1.3 Roxburgh Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 28: Map of Roxburgh Cemetery. 
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Location, area and any special features   

Ladysmith Rd Roxburgh East, Secs 145/146 BLK I Teviot SD Valuation Number 28473 26600. 

3.694 ha.   

 

 Originally established by Cemeteries Ordinance 1865 Session XX Page 1181. 

 Section 145 added in Roxburgh Cemetery Gazette Notice 1934 Issue 13 Page 490. 

 Roxburgh Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 007 1886 pages 177, 178 - Delegating 

powers to Tuapeka County Council for the appointment and removal of trustees. 

 Roxburgh Cemetery Gazette Notice 1934 Issue 13 Page 490 reserving land for 

cemetery. 

 Roxburgh Cemetery Gazette Notice 1934 Issue 51 Page 2095 land permanently 

reserved for cemetery – Section 145 Block i. 

 Roxburgh Cemetery Gazette Notice 1934 Page 3775 cancelling the reservation on part 

of the land in the Teviot District as cemetery, namely Section 144 Block i. 

 Roxburgh Cemetery 15 May 2025 ln 2646 – GN 12866844.1 – appointing CODC to 

have control and management of the Roxburgh cemetery. 

 

Roxburgh, over the last ten years, averaged 8 burials per year. There are 110 available plots, 

which will last about 14 years. An additional 80 burial plots and 75 ashes plots can be 

developed. This would add around 19 more years of use.  

 

The southern section of the cemetery land parcel is currently leased for grazing. If the lease 

is changed, this land could be used to extend the cemetery’s life by more than 100 years. 

 

Operations 

Council operates and maintains the cemetery.  

 

Part of cemetery is leased for grazing. 

 

Records 

Records pre-1890 were lost in a fire. 

 

Cemetery records are digitised and available on Council website for public to search. 

 

Interpretation of old and new cemetery exists, kiosks listing those interred. Rotary funding 

received for interpretation of miners lost in storm in 1800s and Chinese graves. Unsure of 

number of Chinese buried. 

 

  

Figure 29: Ground Penetrating Radar map of Roxburgh Cemetery. 
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5.  Vincent Cemeteries (9) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.1 Vincent Cemeteries 

 Manuherikia (Graveyard Gully) Cemetery  

 Blacks Cemetery, Omakau 

 Clyde Cemetery 

 Moa Creek Cemetery (a.k.a. Ida Valley Cemetery) 

 Alexandra Cemetery 

 Poolburn Cemetery 

 St Bathans Cemetery 

 St Bathans Catholic Cemetery 

 Drybread Cemetery 
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5.1.1 Manuherikia Cemetery  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 30: Map of Manuherikia Cemetery. 

 

 

Figure 31: Ground Penetrating Radar map of Manuherikia Cemetery. 
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Location, area and any special features   

Graveyard Gully Road, Sec 6 BLK VI Cairnhill District, Valuation Number. 28462 225 00. Area 

0.0491 ha.    

 

Manuherikia cemetery predates the 1865 start of the Alexandra Cemetery. Located at the start 

of the DOC Clutha River track to mining sites at Doctors Point. Not legally established as a 

cemetery until 1899 well after it ceased to be used. 

 

Council responsibility 

Vincent County Council was appointed as trustee for control and management of the public 

cemetery, gazette notice 20th October 1899 issue 088 Page 1974. This followed local 

concerns expressed in media relating to the unkempt nature of the area. 

 

The Council responded by taking over the area however the gazette notice which formally 

created the cemetery and transferred it to the Council did not note it as a closed cemetery. 

 

No evidence of closure has been found. 

 

Demand and capacity  

No interments since around 1867. 

 

Operations  

No regular maintenance occurs; thyme successfully suppresses growth of other plants. 

 

Records 

Otago Goldfields Heritage Trust erected a plaque within the cemetery and restored stone 

fence. No headstones are visible. ‘A History of The Manuherikia Junction Cemetery at 

graveyard Gully, Alexandra’ was prepared by E. J. Dwyer dated 24th February 2005.  

 

Issues, uncertainties, risks 

Maintenance of stone wall to prevent collapse. 
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5.1.2 Omakau Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 32: Omakau Cemetery. 

Figure 33: Ground Penetrating Radar of Omakau Cemetery. 
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Location, area and any special features   

19 Deaker Street, Omakau, Sec 121 BLK II Tiger Hill SD, Valuation Number. 28431 11700.  

Area 1.5125 ha.  

 

 Omakau Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 032 June 03, 1886, Page 698 699 – 

Delegating powers to the Vincent County Council for appointment and removal of 

trustees. 

 Omakau Cemetery Gazette Notice Issue 007 Feb 04, 1960, Page 134 reservation of 

land for cemetery reserve.  

 Appointment of Central Otago District Council to have the control and management of 

Omakau Cemetery Gazette Notice 2026 – In2605 dated 11 May 2026. 

 

Burials indicate it has been used as cemetery since 1870s. 

 

Trustees 

Cemetery run by Council. A report went to the Vincent Community Board 20 August 2012 

where under the Burial and Cremations Act the Council agreed to the transfer of 

administration, management and operation of the cemetery from the Trustees.  

 

Demand and capacity 

 

Omakau Cemetery, over the last 10 years, averages 4 burials per year. With 99 plots currently 

available, there is capacity for the next 24 years. There is land available for approximately 174 

more plots. Developing this land would extend the cemetery’s life by around 43 years. New 

land would be needed after this. 

 

Operations 

Maintenance is part of the Council’s Open Space Contract. 

 

Records 

Fire destroyed early records therefore in some, areas within the cemetery it is unknown if there 

are internments. Therefore, allocation of plots in these areas is not undertaken.   

 

Cemetery records are live on the Council Website. 

 

Ground penetrating radar (map above) indicates an area where early burials may have 

occurred. This area is set aside from future interments. 
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5.1.3 Clyde Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features   

Springvale Road Clyde, Cemetery Reserve Clyde Town, Valuation Number. 28461 40300.  

4.0469 ha. Originally established by Cemeteries Ordinance 1865 Session XX No. 202 10 

acres. 

 

Figure 34 Clyde Cemetery showing extension area. 

Figure 35: Clyde Cemetery Ground Penetrating Radar. 
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Council responsibility 

 Delegated responsibility to appoint and remove trustees to Vincent County Council 

gazette notice 3 June 1886. 

 Clyde Cemetery Ordinance 1865 Session XX Page 1181 land reserved for Public 

Cemeteries at Clyde. 

 Clyde Cemetery Ordinances 1866 Session XXII Page 1341 cemetery ordinance from 

second schedule are hereby reserved and removed from sale and set aside for public 

cemetery. 

 Clyde Cemetery Gazette Notice 1884 Issue 121, Page 1573 and 1574 Trustees 

appointed for the maintenance of the Clyde Cemetery by the Vincent County Council 

 Clyde Cemetery 1981 Issue 21 Page 420 – control and management to the Vincent 

County Council. 

 

Demand and capacity  

Demand was constant between 2000 and 2019 at an average of 10.3 burials a year. From 

2020 to 2024 this increased by over 50% to 15.8 burials PA. 

 

In 2021 the Vincent Community Board approved a development plan for the undeveloped 

section of the cemetery to ensure it is developed ahead of demand. 

 

There are approximately nine years of vacant plots left however there are 92 reserved plots 

that will consume some of the demand. When needed, the development can take place and 

extend the life of the cemetery for at least another century. 

 

Operations 

Operates as a non-irrigated dryland lawn cemetery.  

 

Some large feature trees (including two determined as notable in the District Plan) exist on 

site. 

 

Records 

Records are held by Council. Records are on the Council website. 
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5.1.4 Moa Creek Cemetery (a.k.a. Ida Valley Cemetery) – Trustee 

Managed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 36: Map of Moa Creek Cemetery. 

Figure 37: Ground Penetrating Radar Map of Moa Valley 
Cemetery 
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Location, area and any special features   

Smalls Road Corner of Webster Lane and Old Dunstan Road. Moa Creek, sec 2 BLK XII Tiger 

Hill SD, Valuation Number. 28471 09400. 1.6364 ha.   

 

The most recent burial at the cemetery took place in 2025. Prior to the restoration of the 

cemetery 2010, the last burial was in 1945.  

A summary of headstones and history is available although detail is minimal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ida Valley (Moa Creek) Cemetery Gazette Notice 1886 Issue 032 Page 698 699 

Delegated responsibility to appoint and remove trustees to Vincent County Council 

 

 Demand and capacity 

Cemetery is open. Space for at least a century of interments is available; ash and full 

interments have occurred.   

 

Operations 

Area is open and grazed by sheep now by adjoining landowner. Previously farmer did graze 

cattle in the area. Headstones damaged as a result. Farmer indicated would be willing to erect 

a stock proof fence at the base of the hill.  

 

Records 

Thought to be 38 interments but only showing a dozen. Chinese are understood to all be 

buried in southeast corner but unmarked. Records lost in fire 1964 or 1965. Hocken Library in 

Dunedin have old records. 

 

Audit in 1967 said could close their file on cemetery as no longer in use.   

Figure 38: Photo V7 – the view from the top of Moa Creek cemetery hill. 
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Chinese headstone taken from location by MAF worker, believed to be in Alexandra Museum. 

 

No interpretation signs on or near site and legal access is fenced at road. 

 

It is likely the cemetery is not closed.  

 

Some remaining headstones and grave surrounds are being undermined by ground erosion. 

 

Legal access is through one farm, but actual access used is via another farm. The area is 

grazed by the landowner whose land is used for access. This will be formalised.  
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5.1.5 Alexandra Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features   

Ngapara Street, Alexandra, Secs 1 & 2 BLK XXXVIII Alexandra Town, Valuation Number. 

28531 00400.  4.45 ha.  

 

Originally established by Cemeteries Ordinance 1865 Session XX No. 202.   

 

Originally 10 acres 4.0469 ha see above and Gazette notice 1886 Issue 32 page 699 SO Plan 

14032.  A further acre (0.4047 ha) was gazetted in 1904 Issue 90 Page 2703, SO Plan 1403, 

Sec 2 BLK XXXVII. This area is the oldest part so may have been missed in gazetting or 

people buried in wrong place initially.   

 

 Alexandra Cemetery Ordinance 1865 Session XX Page 1182. – land reserved from 

sale for Cemetery Reserve 

 Alexandra Cemetery Gazette Notice 1880 Issue 024 March 11 Page 308 320 

appointment of a trustee for the Alexandra Cemetery in place of another trustee. 

 Alexandra Gazette Notice 1886 Issue 032 June 3 Page 698 699 – delegating powers 

to appoint and remove Trustees to the Vincent County council. 

 Alexandra Cemetery Gazette Notice 1889 Issue 029 Page 464 Trustees appointed for 

the maintenance and care of the Alexandra cemetery. 

 

Figure 39: Map of Alexandra Cemetery. 
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 Alexandra Cemetery 1979 Issue 115 Pages 3839 3840 classification of land as local 

purpose cemetery reserve. 

 Alexandra Crematory 2006 Issue 27 Page 736 changes from local purpose cemetery 

reserve to local purpose crematory reserve. 

 Alexandra Cemetery 2011 Issue 147 Page 4246 – vesting as local purpose cemetery 

reserve in Central Otago District Council. 

 Alexandra Cemetery Extension Classification 2018 Page 1430 classification of Reserve 

as a local purpose cemetery reserve (8.1950ha). 

 

A Redevelopment Report - Alexandra Cemetery was prepared in December 2001, referred to 

as the Cemetery Plan.    

 

Alexandra Cemetery, over the last 10 years, on average has 35 burials per year and there is 

currently capacity for 5 more years of burials. With the road extension, and development of 

the northwestern corner of the site, the cemetery could provide for a further 20 years. There 

is another land parcel for cemetery purposes, that when developed would extend the life of 

the cemetery by another 2 centuries, at least. 

 

Operations 

Maintained by Council contractor an irrigated lawn cemetery for new cemetery, and dry land 

cemetery for old.  It is anticipated that future blocks may not be irrigated and remain dryland 

style, unless a non-potable water source can be established 

 

Records 

Records are available on the council website to access. Bollards with letters in ground to mark 

sections of cemetery.   

 

Some Chinese burials with a proportion of these exhumed.  

 

Issues, uncertainties, risks 

Cemetery Plan has been developed. On-going development of spaces particularly plantings 

would enhance experience. 

 

Limited use of the baby remembrance area.   

Cemetery Development Plan promotes plantings. 
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5.1.7 St Bathans Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features   

Cemetery Road, St Bathans Sec 9 BLK II St Bathans SD Valuation Number 28241 12200.  

Area 0.4047 ha.   

 

 St Bathans Gazette Notice Issue 935 1874 Page 420 Of certain lands at St Bathans in 

the Province of Otago set apart as a Cemetery Reserve. 

 

 St Bathans Gazette Notice Issue 061 Jun 10, 1880, Page 868 Appointment of a 

manager of the cemetery – William Pyle Junior as previous manager GH Smith 

resigned. 

 

 St Bathans Gazette Notice Issue 029 May 10, 1888, Page 569 appoint and removal of 

trustees to the Maniototo County Council. 

 

 St Bathans Cemetery Order 1960 Issue 042 Page 916 Maniototo County Council is 

hereby appointed to be the trustee of the St Bathans Cemetery. And appointing and 

removal of trustees revoked. 

 

In July 1960 responsibility for the cemetery passed from the Trust to Maniototo County 

Council.  

 

Demand and capacity 

St Bathan’s Cemetery, over the last 10 years, has averaged 2 burials per year. There are 

currently 60 plots available, which will last 30 years. After this time, the tree-covered land to 

the west could be developed. This would extend the cemetery’s use for over 100 years. 

Figure 40: Map of St Bathans Cemetery. 

Figure 41: Ground Penetrating Radar map of St Bathans 
Cemetery. 
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Operations 

Maintained by Council Contractor and burials undertaken by Council Contractor. 

 

Restoration of headstones remains families’ responsibility. 

 

Records 

 

Cemetery Records are all on online on the Council website. 

 

Site of reburial of six people (uncertain of exact number) who were originally buried at 

Cambrians (site marked with picket fence at beginning of road into Cambrians). Plaque is on 

site to commemorate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 42: Photo V12 – Understood to be Cambrians 
burial from which bodies moved to St Bathans. 
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5.1.8 Drybread Cemetery – Trustee Managed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location, area and any special features   

Glassford Road approximately 1.5 km ENE of turnoff to Thomson Gorge Rd Sec 2 BLK VI 

Lauder SD, Valuation number. 2843125300. Area 1.8 ha. 

 

 Drybread Gazette Notice 1879 Issue 005 Jan 09 Page 58 – appointment of trustees 

 Drybread Cemetery 1927 Issue 050 Page 2439 – appointment of trustees  

 Matakanui Cemetery Gazette Notice 1933 Issue 067 Sep 21 Page 2429 2430 – 

delegating powers to the Vincent County Council for the appointment and removal of 

Trustees 

 

Trustees 

Cemetery managed by Trustees. 

 

Demand and Capacity 

 

There is now adequate capacity within the Cemetery. In the last decade, a new concrete 

berm, has been put on the right side of the Cemetery after the fence was extended. 

An ashes line berm has also been placed for families wanting to just only bury ashes  

 

Remedial work has been carried out in the form of a ditch being constructed to take water 

away from the bottom of the cemetery, that had previously been quite wet and in later years 

considered unsuitable for burials, this area is once again suitable and has been reincluded. 

 

Figure 43: Map of Drybread Cemetery. 
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In the last 5 years the cemetery Trust has been working with the University of Otago to 

unequivocally define burial plots and set about identifying the previously unknown 

internments. This was in parts to sort out the issues created by the ground penetrating radar 

work completed earlier. This indicated a large number of possibilities that limited our grave 

area without providing any definitive proof people were buried there. This was confirmed 

born out by the Universities discoveries which did not match up with the radar scans. In the 

end The University discovered 12 unknown graves. These along with all graves without 

headstones now have marker stones. 

Five Chinese graves have been identified and marked and despite popular belief that they 

were repatriated all are still there but one. 

 

Operations 

 

The cemetery is maintained by regular grazing and spraying by the Trust. The Trust also 

keeps an eye on the graves and their surrounds, while the upkeep of any grave is the 

responsibility of the families of those buried in the Cemetery. The Trust has fundraised and 

done extensive repair work to all the damaged headstones and going forward endeavours to 

keep stones sound and tidy. 
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Records 

 

Extensive work has been done on the Drybread cemetery records in the last decade.  The 

new record information has been shared with the Council who are in the process of digitizing 

it and adding us to their website 

 

Issues, uncertainties, risks 

 

The Drybread cemetery is sign posted with a brown road sign as well as a wooden panel at 

the road gate. On the road fence there are clear instructions about road usage, no dogs, no 

camping signs. 

 

Capacity issues have been resolved and there is still more available land surveyed but not 

fenced at this stage. 
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