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THE BIG PICTURE
Global

Global movement to
cut carbon emissions
and reduce the
amount of rubbish
that goes to landfill

National

National direction
as set out by the
Ministry for the
Environment to work
towards a circular
economy approach to
waste management

Local

Central Otago is
actively committed
to zero waste and
to reducing carbon
emissions.

Globally there is increasing attention being given to how rubbish and recycling are
managed and Central Otago is no exception. Central Otago District Council has
committed to being part of a national and global movement to cut carbon emissions
and reduce the amount of rubbish that goes to landfill.
Our current rubbish and recycling services contract comes to an end on 30 June 2023,
so now is the time for us to work out what changes to make to our collection services
and facilities. This will help us on our journey to reducing our District’s impact on the
environment.
As the Covid-19 pandemic continues to impact freight networks, your feedback is
needed now to help us decide what we should pick up from outside your home, and
what other supporting services we should provide to help best manage your rubbish
and recycling. This will allow the successful contractor enough time to be ready to
commence a new service from 1 July 2023.

HAVING YOUR SAY IS EASY
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Go to www.codc.govt.nz/wastereview
and fill in the online feedback form.

WHAT WE CURRENTLY DO
Transfer stations
We have transfer stations located in Alexandra, Cromwell, Ranfurly and Roxburgh. The
transfer stations accept a variety of materials including general rubbish, recycling and
greenwaste.
Anyone can dispose of their rubbish at a transfer station by paying the relevant gate
fees. These vary depending on what you are disposing of. The Alexandra and Cromwell
transfer stations are open seven days per week, while the Ranfurly and Roxburgh
transfer stations are only open on select days.

Resource Recovery Centre
Next door to the Alexandra transfer station there is a recycling hub and re-use shop
where second-hand items and materials can be taken for re-use and recycling. There is
currently no equivalent facility in Cromwell.

General rubbish drop-offs
There are dedicated rubbish drop-off facilities in Tarras and Patearoa, these services use
Council branded rubbish bags that you must purchase to use the facility. Both facilities
operate in slightly different ways.

Recycling drop-offs
In addition to drop-offs at the transfer stations, there are recycling drop-off facilities in
Omakau, Oturehau, Patearoa, Poolburn, Roxburgh, Ranfurly and Tarras. These are public
facilities and free to use.

Greenwaste and food waste
Anyone can drop a car load of greenwaste at transfers stations for no charge. Larger
loads incur a small fee.
We currently do not operate any facilities to process food waste.
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KERBSIDE COLLECTIONS
– STATUS QUO
Currently the kerbside collection consists of three bins, and they are paid for through
rates by the people that receive the service.
The 240L rubbish (red lid) bin is collected fortnightly.
The 240L mixed recyclables (yellow lid) bin is also collected fortnightly, except on the
eighth week, when it is swapped out for the 240L glass (blue lid) bin collection.
If you currently have a kerbside bin collection you are paying $380 per year for this
service.

240 litre

240 litre

240 litre

FORTNIGHTLY
RUBBISH BIN

FORTNIGHTLY
MIXED RECYCLING
(except during glass
collection)

8-WEEKLY
GLASS

CURRENTLY

$380
PER YEAR
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POSSIBLE CHANGES
We need to meet the demands of our growing district and ensure our services are fit
for purpose. To meet these demands, the structure and reach of our kerbside collection
services need to change.
If you live in Tarras, Queensberry and Patearoa, we are considering including you in
the kerbside services as long as the services can be provided to your property efficiently
and cost-effectively. This would also mean removal of the current rubbish drop-off
points.
Investigations of our Ranfurly and Roxburgh transfer stations show that customers are
not using these facilities as often as we thought. If a greenwaste collection service was
introduced, this may further reduce the need to use a transfer station. If we were able
to reduce the operating hours at these sites to the times that the community uses them
most, then we would be able to reduce the cost of rubbish disposal.
We are also interested in whether you would use a re-use centre if one were to be
provided in Cromwell.

Costs
People, including visitors, can manage their rubbish and recycling in a range of ways,
such as taking it to a transfer station and paying the gate fees, using the drop off points
or by using the kerbside collection service.
Making changes to our services impacts costs. We also know that the cost of landfill
disposal is going up. Increasing our ability to divert material, for example with recycling
and organics services is a good way to lessen the impact of increased landfill disposal
costs in the long term.
We’ve got some preliminary figures for what new service options would cost. These are
just estimates – we’ll have a better idea of costs early next year.

HAVING YOUR SAY IS EASY
Go to www.codc.govt.nz/wastereview
and fill in the online feedback form.
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CHANGES TO KERBSIDE
COLLECTION SERVICES
Option 1 – improved status quo
Option 1 is the minimum change being considered.
It introduces an additional 240L bin for a four-weekly collection of greenwaste (green
lid) bin.
The glass (blue) bin would change to a more regular four-weekly collection, in a smaller
140L bin.
This option would also allow you to choose between a 240L or 140L rubbish (red)
bin. If you choose the smaller 140L rubbish (red) bin you will pay a discounted rate,
approximately $40 less per year, for your kerbside service.
The 240L mixed recycling (yellow) bin would move to a consistent fortnightly collection.
The estimated annual cost for Option 1 is approximately $350 to $400.

or
240 litre

FORTNIGHTLY
Rubbish Bin
(choice of bin sizes
approx. $40 less
per year for 140L bin)
Lid
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Type

Red

Rubbish

Blue

Glass

Yellow
Green

240 litre

140 litre

Mixed Recycling
Greenwaste Only

FORTNIGHTLY
MIXED
RECYCLING

240L
x
x
x

140 litre

240 litre

4-WEEKLY
GLASS

4-WEEKLY
GREENWASTE
ESTIMATED ANNUAL FEE:

Size Options
140L
x
x

$350 TO $400
80L

Pickup

Fortnightly
Fortnightly
4 - Weekly
4 - Weekly
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Option 2 – the weekly rubbish option
Option 2 is an enhancement on Idea 1.
In addition to the four-weekly greenwaste (green) and glass (blue) collections, this
option also introduces weekly rubbish (red) bin collections.
Both the rubbish (red) and glass (blue) bins would be a smaller 140L bin.
As in Option 1, the 240L mixed recycling (yellow) bin would be collected fortnightly.
The estimated annual cost for Option 2 is approximately $400 to $450.

240 litre

140 litre

WEEKLY
RUBBISH BIN

Lid

Type

Red

Rubbish

Blue

Glass

Yellow
Green

FORTNIGHTLY
MIXED
RECYCLING

240L

Mixed Recycling

x

Greenwaste Only

x

140 litre

240 litre

4-WEEKLY
GLASS

4-WEEKLY
GREENWASTE
ESTIMATED ANNUAL FEE:

Size Options
140L
x
x

$400 TO $450
80L

Pickup

Weekly

Fortnightly
4 - Weekly
4 - Weekly
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Option 3 – the weekly organic collection option
Option 3 introduces an 80L organics bin (green lid) that would collect both food and
greenwaste every week.
The rubbish (red) bin would still be collected fortnightly, but you will be able to choose
between a 240L or smaller 140L option. If you choose the smaller 140L rubbish bin you
will pay a discounted rate, approximately $40 less per year, for your kerbside service.
As in Option 1 & 2, the 140L glass (blue) bin would be collected every four weeks and
the 240L mixed recycling (yellow) bin would be collected fortnightly.
The estimated annual cost for Option 3 is approximately $430 to $500.

240 litre

or

240 litre

140 litre

FORTNIGHTLY
Rubbish Bin
(choice of bin sizes
approx. $40 less per year
for 140L bin)

FORTNIGHTLY
MIXED
RECYCLING

140 litre

80 litre

4-WEEKLY
GLASS

WEEKLY
ORGANIC
COLLECTION
(food and
greenwaste)
ESTIMATED ANNUAL FEE:

$430 TO $500
Lid
Red

Rubbish

Blue

Glass

Yellow
Green
8

Type

Mixed Recycling
Organics (food
and greenwaste)

240L
x
x

Size Options
140L
x
x

80L

Pickup
Fortnightly
Fortnightly

x

4 - Weekly
Weekly
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KEY DATES
24
Sept
2021

Feedback closes - have
your say
Nov
2021

Council considers your
feedback
Late
2021

Options and costs are
developed further using
market feedback

During
2022

Tendering process to
determine successful
contractor
June
2023

Inclusion in our Annual
Plan
1 July
2023

Expected roll out of new
kerbside services

HAVING YOUR SAY IS EASY
Online

Go to www.codc.govt.nz/wastereview and fill in the online feedback form.

Written feedback

Pick up a form from your local Service Centre or Library, drop it back in or post to:
Central Otago District Council
PO Box 122
Alexandra 9340

Remember

Your feedback needs to reach the Council by 24 September 2021.
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