
Introduction 

 

1/ My name is Alan Bevin McKay. I live at 346 Kawarau Gorge Rd Cromwell. I live on a 20ha block 
which is about 2k from the PC14 land. The property I live on belongs to the McKay Family Trust and 
is used for both lifestyle and commercial purposes. There is an 8ha cherry orchard on the property 
and we have cherry orchards all around us except for the southern boundary. I have lived on the 
property for over 25 years. I am familiar with the PC14 land. 

 

Orchard Related Noise 

 

2/ I am concerned that by putting a large number of residential homes in a rural area there will be 
numerous complaints about orchard noise and activities and that it will inevitably create pressures 
and changes to the fruit growing industry. 

 

3/ The houses in the PC14 area will receive substantial noise from the various surrounding 
orcharding activities. The noises include machinery noise, helicopter noise, wind machine noise and 
bird scaring noise. Different orchards have different degrees of noise, depending on how they are 
set up but they all from time to time generate noise and the one certainty is that it will disturb the 
neighbours. 

 

4/I know it will disturb the neighbours as well as anyone because I experience it most days. I tolerate 
it because I am part of the industry and accept its necessity. Those living in the country and who are 
not part of the industry will not like it and inevitably some of them will complain. This will gradually 
lead to restrictions and create difficulties as to how the orchards will operate. It won’t just affect the 
orchards in the immediate vicinity it will affect all orchards. 

 

5/ Wind machines are an excellent example of why people will complain. I am surrounded by wind 
machines including two of my own. In spring most orchards operate them when the temperature 
gets to about 1 degree. This can and does lead to cumulative noise from many machines operating 
sometimes from 10 at night to 8 in the morning. They are all automatic and self-start and turn off so 
in theory I should be able to sleep. I don’t. My machines are closest to me and I deliberately run a 
riskier strategy of not starting them until the temperature is even lower. This does not help as the 
neighbouring machines at greater distances keep me awake. My house is well insulated. The 
machines are noisy and I cannot sleep. Imagine a person living in one of these new houses and 
perhaps living and working in town. After a full night frost fighting and no sleep they will be 
complaining. I am sure the applicant will say this won’t happen with their wind machines because 
they have 5 blades and are quieter and meet all the requirements of the district plan. I have a similar 
machine that operates about 2dcb louder than the 5 blade model machines and yes, they are 
quieter but I still lose sleep. The 5 blade machine will still get complaints and residents will also hear 
other more distant machines. 



6/I have attached a cut out from the ODT relating to this very point. You are probably familiar with 
this particular issue. The bit that worries me is where one councillor is reported as saying we must 
do something about this. Imagine a council with many people holding similar thoughts. That would 
have our industry in trouble. 

7/ Any houses built on PC14 land will have little interest in the welfare of the orchardists and will 
complain no matter that the machines are quieter and comply with the scheme. 

 

8/ Similar complaints will apply when the helicopters arrive at 5.30 in the morning to start tree 
drying. Next minute we will see restrictions on these activities which will be a problem for the 
growers. 

 

9/Residential activity in an area such as this is a recipe for complaints and will lead to difficulties for 
the fruit growers. Fruit growing is a big employer in the area and a large contributor to the economy. 

 

Landscape 

 

10/I am particularly concerned at what the development proposed on what is described as the east 
gully will have on the view from our home. We currently enjoy an unrestricted rural view in this 
direction. There are two prominent features in our view namely the mountain backdrop of the Pisa 
range and the SAL area in the East Gully in the mid view. 

 

11/The SAL area is a very pleasing view from our home. For us it is special in various regards. It is 
open and clean as to distinct to the ONL area which is largely scrub covered in the gully’s with other 
vegetation disbursed throughout it. It has a distinct colour; it is an intense central Otago gold. The 
landform itself is distinct. It collectively represents to us a distinct flavour of Central Otago. That 
unique openness and colour is nowhere else to be seen from our home. 

 

12/We need to contrast what we see now with what we will see in the future if PC14 was approved. 
There would be a number of houses. There will be roads cut to the houses. The houses will plant 
trees and shrubs. The distinct Central Otago flavour of that land will be lost. It will just be another 
hillside with scars, buildings, trees and shrubs. It will no longer be distinct and open, all that will be 
lost. 

 

12/I note the landscapers reports which largely say because of the distance there will be little 
change. I also accept that it is likely I am more sensitive than others because it is our view however I 
think they grossly underestimate the affect. From our home we can see the buildings, road scars 
shrubs etc right up Ripponvale road with great clarity. It is easy from our home to envisage the 
change this would bring. I asked earlier and I ask again for the hearing commissioners to stand on 
our lawn in front of our house and see for themselves what I am talking about and make up their 



own minds. I believe they will easily see the very real change such development would make. Trying 
to make an assessment from the highway does not work and nor do photos. All I ask is for you to 
have a look and make up your own minds. 

13/Lights at night are also an issue. A number of houses on that hill will give a different evening/ 
night view. We will see evidence of urbanisation in that direction as opposed to unobstructed and 
unlit outlooks. 

 

14/SAL areas are important and are there for a reason. I believe given the views from our home that 
it is very appropriate to have this area so classified and it deserves protection. 

 

 



 
 

 


	PC0014 - Hearing Submission - Alan McKay
	A McKay

